
115+ YEARS 
OF EVOLUTION IN  
MEASURING AND  
       TEST TECHNOLOGY



1906 Dr. Siegfried Guggen-
heimer founded a company 
under his own name for the 
production and sale of elec-
tronic measuring instruments.

1934 Relocation to the 
acquired factory building at 
Sedanstrasse 20. 

1933 Company rebranded 
from Dr. Siegfried Guggen-
heimer AG to Metrawatt 
AG.

1934: 253 employees
1963: 333 employees

1939 - 1945  
Changeover to production of 
measuring instruments for 
army, air force and navy.

1942 Death of Paul Gossen.

Change in stockholders’ equity 
due to legal succession. 
New managing directors:  
Dr. Karl Klarner and Hans Gossen.

July 1942: 1000 employees

September 1919  
Founding of P. Gossen & Co. K.-G  
by 46-year-old engineer Paul Gossen.
Purpose of the company:  
Manufacture and sale of electrical measuring instruments

Place of business: Baiersdorf, workshop and production plant with 3 

employees (Willi Bachmann, Wilhelm Striegel and Andreas Link)

October 1919:   7 employees
October 1920: 28 employees

115+ YEARS OF GERMAN INDUSTRY HISTORY ...

Increasing electrification in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, especially in the field of electrical 
lighting technology, paved the way for new industry sectors. Two Franconian entrepreneurs, Siegfried 
Guggenheimer and Paul Gossen, were amongst the pioneers in the field of measuring technology 
at the beginning of the 20th century and initially competed against each other with their respective 
companies, i.e. Metrawatt AG and Paul Gossen GmbH, before they merged to form Gossen Metrawatt 
GmbH in 1993. This was preceded by acquisitions undertaken by the Röchling Group, who first took 
over Gossen GmbH in 1989 and then ABB Metrawatt GmbH in 1992.
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METRAWATT

In 1906, Dr. Siegfried Guggenheimer founded a company under his own name for the 
production and sale of electronic measuring instruments. After just a few years, thanks 
to numerous new developments, the company earned its reputation as an innovative 
enterprise and was held in high esteem – both within and well beyond the borders 
of Germany. During the economic crisis in 1921, the company was restructured into 
a joint-stock corporation. In 1925, Guggenheimer left the board of directors and took 
over parts of his company as Noris Tachometerwerke GmbH. The company recovered 
gradually from the economic crisis and profited from the development of photoelectric 
exposure meters which began in 1932. As was often the case at that time, the com-
pany was forced to abandon its name in 1933 and rebranded as Metrawatt AG. The 
Nuremberg company continued its positive development after World War II and had 

1000 employees by its fiftieth anniversary. Moreover, the company once again made a 
name for itself with numerous new products, and in 1948 developed the first universal 
exposure meter that could be plugged onto most German cameras. Production capac-
ity was further expanded in 1960 with a facility in Furth in Wald. In 1968, Metrawatt 
AG was taken over by Swiss electrical group BBC and operated under the name BBC 
Metrawatt GmbH. After the merger of ASEA and BBC in 1988 which led to the forma-
tion of the ABB Group, the name of the company was changed again to ABB Metrawatt 
GmbH. The company generated sales amounting to 110 million German Marks in 
1991 with 550 employees, and was taken over by the Röchling Group in 1992.

GOSSEN

Paul Gossen had already worked in Dr. Siegfried Guggenheimer’s plant in Nuremberg 
from 1908 to 1916 before founding Paul Gossen Co KG as a factory for electrical mea-
suring instruments in Baiersdorf together with a partner in 1919. It wasn’t long before 
the company moved to Erlangen, amongst other reasons because in the meantime it 
had grown from 3 to 35 employees. The company survived the currency crisis and in-
troduced the MAVOMETER multi-ampere voltmeter in 1926, which was geared to the 
needs of the radio industry. For more than 30 years, this product series remained an 
important mainstay for the company. Not until 1932 did Paul Gossen begin developing 
his first exposure meters, with which the company subsequently earned an outstand-
ing reputation. The company was reorganized as Paul Gossen & Co GmbH in 1940, 
and moved to the factory grounds at Nägelsbachstrasse in 1943. Like many other 
German companies, Gossen was required to manufacture measuring instruments for 
the German armed forces for the entire duration of World War II. The company re-
mained in family ownership when founder Paul Gossen died in 1942. His wife Rosa, 
who had previously been a co-partner, and his children Charlotte Klarner (Charlotte 
Gossen), Elisabeth Seiler (Elisabeth Gossen) and Hans Gossen assumed responsibility 
for company management. The company had more than 1000 employees at that 
time and developed, amongst other products, the world-famous Sixtomat exposure 

meter of which a total of more than 2,500,000 units were produced over a period of 
25 years. After World War II, the company initially produced measuring instruments 
exclusively for the American armed forces with 80 employees, but was quickly allowed 
to resume regular production. Already in 1948, the workforce had once again grown 
to 900 employees, 300 of whom were refugees. The successful market launch of the 
Tippa compact typewriter, of which roughly 100,000 were produced by 1956, was 
one of the reasons for workforce expansion. At that time, a new typewriter rolled off 
the production line every eight minutes. Nürnberger Adler-Werke (later Triumpf-Adler) 
acquired the manufacturing rights in 1956 – the measuring instruments division was 
developing very well, for which Gossen required all available production capacity. The 
company continued to expand and in 1959 an additional factory was set up in Eschen-
bach/Oberpfalz. By the end of the 1950s, the number of employees had increased to 
more than 2000. In 1963, 30% of the company shares passed to Siemens & Halske 
AG (later Siemens AG) and 70% to Bergmann EW AG, who later acquired all company 
shares in 1965. The company was reorganized as Gossen GmbH in 1969 and was 
taken over by the Röchling Group in 1989. In 1991, Gossen GmbH generated sales 
amounting to 116 million German Marks with 900 employees.

1948 - 1949 Construction of 
the “Tippa” factory in Glück-
strasse (production of the 
“Tippa” compact typewriter).

1950: 1200 employees

June 1955 Procurement of the fac-
tory grounds of Weber & Ott in Er-
langen (north of the main building)

August 1955 Establishment of re-
pair service for exposure meters in 
our Frankfurt office – 1956 Service 
extended to the repair of measuring 
instruments.

1956 Conversion of the 
residential and commer-
cial building at Nürnberger 
Strasse 47, which was 
acquired in 1954, into 
a workshop and office 
building.

1988 ASEA and BBC merge to form the ABB 
Group; rebranding to ABB Metrawatt GmbH.

1990 Takeover of GOSSEN GmbH by the Röch-
ling Group.

1992 Takeover of ABB Metrawatt GmbH by the 
Röchling Group and rebranding to Metrawatt 
GmbH. 

1993 Merger of Röchling 
subsidiaries GOSSEN GmbH, 
Metrawatt GmbH and Camille 
Bauer to form  
Gossen Metrawatt GmbH.

1963 Transfer of shares to 
Siemens & Halske, Munich 
(30%) and Bergmann AG, Berlin 
(70%).

1965 Construction of the new shipping facility.

Bergmann AG acquires the remaining 30% of 
GOSSEN GmbH from S & H.

1966: 2471 employees

1946 - 1967 1967 - 1978



CAMILLE BAUER METRAWATT AG

Already in the year 1900, Camille Bauer was founded as a dealership for the electri-
cal trades in Basel and acquired shares in several Swiss companies, amongst others 
Matter, Patocchi & Co. AG in 1946, which was founded by Ulrich Matter in Wohlen in 
1944. The company focused on the production of electrical and thermal measuring 
instruments. A panel-mount indicator for electrical quantities and a portable millivolt-
meter were amongst its first products. The acquisition became necessary because the 
dealership was no longer able to buy products from Germany after World War II. Having 
acquired controlling interest in the company, Camille Bauer became sole distributor of 
the products and evolved from a sales representative into a manufacturer of measuring 
technology products. Previously, the dealership had been the exclusive representative

for products made by Hartmann & Braun, which was also a minority shareholder in 
the Swiss company from 1956 to 1973. The company name was changed to Camille 
Bauer Messinstrumente AG in 1954. It wasn’t until 1977 that the first subsidiaries 
were founded in France and Italy. In 1980, the Mannheim-based Röchling Group took 
over the measuring technology specialist and ran the company as an independent 
entity under the name Camille Bauer AG until 1992. Further subsidiaries followed in 
other European countries. The stock corporation, which at that time generated sales 
amounting to roughly 63 million Swiss Francs with 470 employees, has belonged to 
the Gossen Metrawatt Group since 1992.

GOSSEN FOTO- UND LICHTMESSTECHNIK GMBH

In 1997, the photometry business division was split off from Gossen Me-
trawatt GmbH and established as an independent unit. The company’s 
long-standing tradition in the field of exposure meters, for which the two 
predecessor companies had set standards in the 1950s and 60s, was 
carried on by the newly founded enterprise. Sixon, Sixtomat and Lu-
nasix by Gossen comprised some of the new developments, as did the 
Leicameter produced by Metrawatt since 1959, which was tailored to the 
needs of Leica’s M models.

GOSSEN METRAWATT

Gossen and Metrawatt, both of which belonged to the Röchling Group, merged to form 
Gossen Metrawatt GmbH in 1993 thus creating a European market leader. Gossen 
Metrawatt and Camille Bauer AG formed a single business unit and moved their head-
quarters to Metrawatt’s previous location in Nuremberg. Originally, the new company 
headquarters were supposed to be located in the Tennenlohe district of Erlangen, but 
no agreement could be reached with the city of Erlangen concerning the required prop-
erties, so Gossen Metrawatt GmbH moved to Nuremberg to the previous headquarters 
of Metrawatt AG.

GMC INSTRUMENTS GMBH

The GMC-Instruments Group, with Metrawatt International GmbH as its operative 
holding company, is now one of the global market leaders in the development and 
production of measuring and test instruments. It currently supplies products, solutions 
and services for the electrical trades, industry, telecommunications and the healthcare 
sector via Gossen Metrawatt GmbH, MTP Messtechnik Produktions GmbH, 

GMC-I Service GmbH, Gossen Foto- und Lichtmesstechnik GmbH and Kurth Electronic 
GmbH in Germany, Camille Bauer Metrawatt AG in Switzerland, GMC-I ProSys Ltd. and 
Seaward Electronic Ltd. in the UK, and Dranetz Technologies Inc., Daytronic Corp. and 
Electrotek Concepts Inc. in the USA, as well as numerous sales organizations owned 
by the group.

1993 Merger of Röchling 
subsidiaries GOSSEN GmbH, 
Metrawatt GmbH and Camille 
Bauer to form  
Gossen Metrawatt GmbH.

2005 Takeover of Gossen Metrawatt 
GmbH by managing director Dr. 
Hans-Peter Opitz together with a 
holding company.

Rebranding to  
GMC-I Messtechnik GmbH

2007 Acquisition of Dranetz, a market leader in the field of 
power quality and power analysis, which was founded in 1962.

2015 Acquisition of the  
British Seaward Group

2016 Takeover of Kurth Electronic GmbH, 
measuring technology specialists in the 
field of telecommunications, data technol-
ogy and electrical installation

2020 GMC-I Messtechnik GmbH is transformed into 
Gossen Metrawatt GmbH – a clear commitment to 
the GOSSEN METRAWATT brand.

1906 - TODAY

115+ YEARS OF EVOLUTION TO 
THE BEST ON THE WORLD MARKET

2008 Founding of British subsidiary GMC-I PROSyS Ltd.  
The new company produces primarily current clamps.



1926 MAVO
In 1923, the MILLIVOLTME-
TER was the first instrument 
for the measurement of 
voltage in the millivolt 
range.

1948 TIPPA
Paul Gossen developed the 
TIPPA PORTABLE TYPEWRITER, 
of which 100,000 were sold by 
the year 1956.

2008 PROFITEST MASTER
Universal, standards- 
compliant measuring tool.

1958 KONSTANTER
Our KONSTANTERs were introduced to the 
market in 1958 in order to ensure distur-
bance-free, optimum power supply in sensi-
tive applications such as laboratories.

2014 APOLLO 600
The PAT is the world’s first test instru-
ment to integrate risk assessment into 
electrical device testing.

1965 KINAX WT10
With electrical rotation 
angle measurement, the 
KINAX made it possible for 
the first time to develop 
electrical controllers for 
systems taking machine 
status into consideration.

1976 POWERLINE SERIES 606 
The POWERLINE series made it 
possible to continuously moni-
tor power in electrical systems. 
The POWERLINE series was 
thus the forerunner of today’s 
heavy current monitoring.

2013 SECUTEST S4
The new SECUTEST 
generation is defining our 
new product design and 
our further developed, 
uniquely simple operating 
concept.

1995 SECUTEST
With the SECUTEST, we entirely 
redefined electrical safety in 
1995 by means of simple, ef-
fective and safe device testing.

2015 SINEAX AM 2000
In 2014, Camille Bauer de-
veloped a new generation 
of instruments for monitor-
ing heavy current, namely 
the SINEAX range.

2016 ENERGY MID 
ENERGYMID is one of the most 
compact MID-certified energy 
meters with integrated inter-
face.

2018 IZYTRONIQ
This software revolu-
tionizes the way you 
deal with test docu-
mentation.

1952 CENTRAX
The first voltage indica-
tor in control cabinets 
and distribution boards.

1954 SIXTOMAT
In 1954, the SIXTOMAT made exposure 
metering possible for the first time for 
reflected and incident light measurement 
with additional filter selection. Numerous 
variants of the SIXTOMAT were manufac-
tured over a period of 25 years, and with 
2.5 million units it’s the world’s best-selling 
exposure meter.

... 115 YEARS OF QUALITY SAFETY AND COMPETENCE

2019 METRAHIT IM XTRA
All-in-one instrument:  
Multimeter + milliohmmeter 
+ insulation measuring 
instrument + coil tester + 
data logger.

2020 METRACELL BT PRO
Development of the new  
mobile test instrument for  
the evaluation of  
storage batteries.

2020 GMC INSTRUMENTS 
CLOUD
A comprehensive cloud-based 
platform solution for measuring 
and testing applications which 
meets the highest security 
standards.



Gossen Metrawatt GmbH
Südwestpark 15  ■  90449 Nürnberg  ■  Germany
Phone: +49 911 8602-0  ■  Fax: +49 911 8602-669

www.gossenmetrawatt.com  ■  info@gossenmetrawatt.com Pr
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1 QR code is a registered trademark of DENSO WAVE INCORPORATED


